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Chair’s message
Very best wishes for 2019 whatever it may bring.
An essential for an organisation like the U3A is that there is a
constant renewal of the people stepping up to take an active
role in the management of the various activities. This year three
people have resigned from the committee after years of active
service. Many thanks to Alex Hunter the treasurer, Colin Mitchell
the Vice Chair and Elizabeth Collins who at short notice, took
over finding speakers for the Friday meetings and managing
the coffee
mornings. And a very warm welcome to Martin
Chair’s
Message
Livesey our new treasurer and Lynne Scott Douglas who is
currently looking after the speakers for the Friday meetings.
Hilary Loney, who has been a member of the committee for a
year, has taken on the role of Vice-Chair. We are always on the
lookout for members who might be interested in joining or
being co-opted onto the committee.
One issue for the committee, is keeping in touch with the
needs, interests and opinions of the diverse membership. With
this in mind, on pages 9 and 10 of this Newsletter is a simple
survey aimed at gathering your opinions. It has already been
sent to all members for whom we hold an email address and
we hope they will complete it online. A survey can only give us
an overview but often developments have come through
individual comments and ideas so, if you have some thoughts,
please let us know.
We make the claim that we are a friendly organisation. I hope
that is generally your experience, but we shouldn’t assume that
this is true for everyone. If you feel that you have not been
welcomed or your needs have not been met please let us
know. One suggestion that came through a previous survey
was that there should be a ‘Welcome Table’ in the hall at
Friday meetings so that new members can meet each other
and a member of the committee. This has been a successful
innovation, but it needs staffing and one possible role for a new
Committee member would be to manage the ‘Welcome
Table’. So, one final appeal, if you are interested in this or any
other role please let me know.
Mike Cockett

Renewal of
Membership for 2019
The membership year for
Reigate and Redhill U3A
started on 1January. We
are delighted that most
members have now
renewed.
If for any reason you have
not renewed your
membership for 2019, your
membership will lapse and
you will not be covered by
U3A insurance to attend
Groups or meetings.
If you do intend to renew,
please click here to
download a Renewal Form
or phone Heather Phipps
on 01737 474015 and ask
for a paper copy.
If you have decided not to
renew your membership,
please let Heather know.
Newsletter editor:
patcockett@rru3a.org.uk

Please complete
the survey of
U3A activities
before the end
of February
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Chair
Mike Cockett
michael.cockett@rru3a.org.uk
0770 3842233

Vice Chair
Hilary Loney
hilary.loney@rru3a.org.uk
01737 474034

Hon. Secretary
Elizabeth Gurteen
elizabeth.gurteen@rru3a.org.uk
01737 247791

Hon. Treasurer
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martin.livesey@rru3a.org.uk
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Jan Brown
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john.hopkins@rru3a.org.uk
01737 474021

Dennis Oakley
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tina.pankhurst@rru3a.org.uk
01293 430649

Heather Phipps
heather.phipps@rru3a.org.uk
01737 474015
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01883 349400

WELCOME
We would like to welcome the following new members
who have joined recently:
Maggie Beaumont, Ann and Geoffrey Benfield, Garry
Brooks, Valerie Busby, June Cawley, John Cousins, Brian
Cowle, John Daniel, Hilary Ely, Shirley Gaby, Richard
Gray, Angela Hammond, Sarah Healy, Wendy Hopkins,
Lindsay Iorwerth, Marion Jackson, Kathryn Knapp,
Penelope and Peter Latham, Kevin Lewis, Paula
McInnes, Sheena McKenzie, Carole Morris, Lesley Peyer,
Michael Powell, Richard Proctor, Anthony Pugh, John
Rapley, Karen Staunton, Nick Tanner, Michael Taylor,
Sheila Thornhill, Sally Wallace, Hilary Webb, Melanie
Whicher
We hope you enjoy the learning opportunities and
friendship that U3A offers. If you have any questions
please ask any of the Committee, who can be
identified by their badges at the Friday meetings, or
contact them directly.

Welcome and information
meetings
for new members
Welcome meetings are held regularly for new
members to meet the committee, to hear in more
detail about what U3A has to offer and to get to
know other new members. All members joining
since August will receive a personal invitation to
the next meeting at 10.00am on Wednesday 13
March in the meeting room at Reigate Park
Church.
We would love to hear from you if you joined
Reigate and Redhill U3A recently, have not yet
attended a meeting and would like to attend the
meeting in November. Please contact Elizabeth
Gurteen on elizabeth.gurteen@rru3a.org.uk or
01737 247791 and she will put you on the list.
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Friday meetings
At Reigate Park Church, Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8BD at 2 pm

Friday 1 March: The pros and cons of Wireless Technology
Alan Cooke
Over the course of the past few years Alan Cooke has spent copious amounts of
time and money researching the effects of Radiofrequency radiation and
attended many lectures with top independent scientists and doctors to learn
more about the biological effects that wireless technology can have upon health.
His talk opens with how he first became interested in researching the subject to
giving advice on precautionary measures we can all take around the home.
Alan has over 40 years’ experience working as a trainer both in his own business
and for various others including the aviation industry and is now a regular speaker
in a wide range of contexts.

Friday 5 April: The Donald Campbell Story
Phil Holt
Travel across the lake with Phil Holt, professional after dinner
speaker, into the charismatic, daring, and brave character that
was Donald Campbell. There is much more to be told about
Donald than the events at Coniston Water; he is the only man in
history to hold both the world land and water speed records in
the same year.
What pushed him to that final fateful attempt at the world water
speed record?
Using clever reconstruction, go behind the scenes of that fateful day in January 1967
to find the cause of the crash. Phil will finish, movingly, with the recovery of both
Bluebird and Donald himself from Coniston Water and the restoration efforts currently
underway.

Friday 3 May: The History of Policing the Railway
Kevin Gordon
Our speaker, Kevin Gordon visited us before to speak about
the Houses of Parliament. He spent 34 years as a British
Transport Police Officer and was a founder member of the
Force History Society. Kevin will explain that the railway police
were one of the earliest organised police forces in the
country. Indeed, there were railway policemen before there
were railways! The Railway Police were the first police force in
the UK to employ women and the first to use police
dogs. Kevin will end the talk giving an overview of his time in
the force including some interesting arrests!

Bring a friend
Just a reminder – if you think friends might be interested in the topics of the Friday
meetings they are welcome to attend. They will be asked to sign in so that we
have a record of attendance.
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Groups
Did you make any New
Year Resolutions?
How many have you kept?
There is one I hope you made – to
socialise more in 2019.
The best way to do this as a member of
our U3A is to join a group or other activity.
You may well already enjoy group
membership but there’s no reason not to
add another.
If you have been hesitating about joining
a group then maybe I could encourage
you to try. Our groups are mostly small in
number as accommodation dictates the
size when held in a member’s home. This
is great because even when you attend
for the first time it is not overwhelming and
four or five people who are very
welcoming soon become firm friends
while enjoying a shared interest or hobby.
Now that you know everyone by name
and may even bump into them
occasionally in Redhill or Reigate town
centres you feel part of the larger
community especially if you’ve moved
here from a different area. Make it a goal
to join a new group this year and add to
your circle of like-minded friends.
We are close to 1,000 members and this
can seem a bit daunting, perhaps
making you feel like a small fish in a big
pond but a group can turn you into a big
fish in a small pond.
Happy Swimming!!
Visit our website to see the possibilities
and then make your choice.
Contact Jan Brown on
groups@rru3a.org.uk

Visit the Groups page of
the website to find out
which groups from the lists
on the next pages are
looking for new members.

Coffee mornings and computing
help
St Joseph’s Community Centre,
Ladbroke Road, Redhill, RH1 1LF
Everyone is welcome to attend the coffee
mornings held once a month from 10.15am
to 11.30am on different days of the week to
avoid clashes with group meetings.
There is usually a theme for each meeting
and there is a Help with Computing table at
each meeting. So, bring your mobile
computing device with you if you need
some advice.
The first coffee morning this year is on

Tuesday 26 February and is a
Books and unwanted gifts swap
The dates for the rest of the year are as
follows: Thursday 28 March, Wednesday 24
April, Tuesday 7 May, Thursday 13 June,
Tuesday 9 July, Tuesday 10 September,
Thursday 17 October, Wednesday 20
November

Joint Family History Groups Meeting
How do you resolve a problem?
A semi interactive talk by Ian Waller

There are still tickets available for this
meeting
Tuesday 12 March 2019 at 2pm
(Doors open at 1.30pm)
St Joseph’s Church Hall
122 Ladbroke Road, Redhill RH1 1LF
Tickets, £5 each, to be purchased in
advance from Family History Group leaders
or RRU3AJointFamilyHistory@gmail.com
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List of all Groups current at the end of January 2019
Please check on the Groups page of the website to find which groups currently have spaces.
Group

Meets

Group

Meets

Antiques & Bygones

1st Thursday am

Current Affairs 3

2nd Thursday am

Architecture & Design

3rd Tuesday am

Current Affairs 4

2nd Thursday pm

Art Appreciation 1

2nd Wednesday pm

Debating Society

3rd Tuesday pm

Art Appreciation 2

4th Wednesday am

Dressmaking - Sewing Buddies 3rd Thursday pm

Art For Pleasure

Every Tuesday am

Earth Sciences

3rd Tuesday am

Art For Pleasure Extra

Every Tuesday pm

Family History 1

2nd Wednesday pm

Art History

1st Tuesday am

Family History 2

3rd Thursday pm

Book Group 1

1st Wednesday pm

Family History 3

1st Thursday am

Book Group 3

2nd Wednesday evening

Family History 4

2nd Tuesday am

Book Group 4

Last Monday pm

Fitness in the Park

Every Tuesday & Thursday am

Book Group 5

3rd Tuesday pm

French Circle 1

1st & 3rd Wednesdays pm

Book Group 6

3rd Tuesday am

French Circle 2 (Advanced)

1st & 3rd Wednesdays pm

Book Group 7

2nd Tuesday pm

French Conversation 1

2nd & 4th Mondays am

Bridge (Duplicate)

2nd & 4th Fridays pm

French Conversation 2

Alternate Tuesdays pm

Bridge (Rubber)

Mon, Wed & Thurs pm

French Improvers

1st & 3rd Wednesdays pm

Bridge - Beginners

1st & 3rd Wednesdays pm

Gardening 2

3rd Tuesday pm (Mar to Nov)

Bridge - Improvers 1

Every Tuesday am

Gardening 4

4th Tuesday pm

Bridge Improvers 2

2nd & 4th Thursdays pm

German Conversation

2nd & 4th Tuesdays am

British History

2nd Wednesday am

Handbells

Every Friday am, in 3 Terms

Calligraphy 1

2nd Friday am

History 2 Modern

3rd Thursday pm

Calligraphy 2

3rd Tuesday am

History 3 - Modern World

4th Monday pm

Canasta 1

2nd Friday pm

History 4 - Hidden History

2nd Tuesday am

Canasta 2

Ad hoc

Italian 1 [basic plus]

2nd & 4th Fridays am

Card Making

4th Tuesday am

Italian 2

1st & 3rd Tuesdays am

Crafts

3rd Monday am

Italian Conversation

Mondays, fortnightly evening

Creative Embroidery

1st Thursday am

Italian For Beginners 1

1st & 3rd Fridays am

Creative Stitch

1st Tuesday am

Italian For Beginners 3

2nd & 4th Wednesdays am

Cribbage

By arrangement

Jazz Appreciation 1

3rd Monday pm

Cryptic Crosswords

Inaugural meeting soon

Jazz Appreciation 2

2nd Monday am

Current Affairs 1

2nd & 4th Fridays am

Latin 1

1st & 3rd Thursdays pm
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Group

Meets

Group

Meets

Latin 2

Tuesday am

Poetry For Pleasure

2nd Wednesday pm

Learn to Relax

1st Wednesday am

Poetry Reading 1

2nd Wednesday pm

Lets Play Games

2nd Friday Evening

Poetry Reading 2

1st Wednesday pm

Local History 3

2nd Thursday am

Pub Quiz 1

1st & 3rd Wednesdays evening

Local History 4

2nd Thursday pm

Pub Quiz 2

2nd & 4th Wednesdays evening

Local Interest

Last Friday

Railway Studies 1

2nd Tuesday am

London Experience 1

4th Wed, Thurs or Friday

Railway Studies 2

1st Wednesday am

London Experience 2

Monthly as arranged

Rummikub 1

1st & 3rd Wednesdays pm

Lunch Club 1

3rd Friday

Rummikub 2

3rd Thursday pm

Lunch Club 2

Flexible

Science

2nd Fridays am

Lunch Club Sundays 1 3rd Sunday

Scrabble 2

As arranged

Lunch Club Sundays 2 2nd Sunday

Scrabble 3

4th Friday pm

Mahjong

2nd Tuesday am

Serendipity 1

Last Thursday am

Making Music

2nd & 4th Wednesday pm

Serendipity 2

1st Thursday pm

Mathematics

1st Friday am

Singing For Pleasure 1

2nd & 4th Wednesdays am

Metal Detecting

Alternate Wednesdays pm

Singing For Pleasure 2

2nd & 4th Mondays pm

Military History

3rd Wednesday pm

Spanish Conversation

1st & 3rd Wednesdays am

Music Appreciation 2

2nd & 4th Tuesdays pm

Spanish For Beginners 1

2nd & 4th Tuesdays pm

Music Appreciation 3

3rd Friday pm

Spanish For Beginners 2

1st & 3rd Thursdays am

Narrative Writing 1

4th Tuesday pm

Spanish Improvers

2nd & 4th Wednesdays pm

Narrative Writing 2

4th Tuesday pm

Table Tennis

Fridays

Natural History

3rd Monday pm

Theatre Outings

As arranged

Opera

1st Wednesday am

Travel Group

4th Monday pm

Ornithology

3rd Thursday am

Ukulele

1st & 3rd Wednesdays am

Patchwork - Machine

2nd Tuesday pm

Walking

2nd Mon & 4th Thur

Patchwork 1

1st Tuesday pm

Wine Appreciation 1

3rd Thursday pm

Philosophy 1

1st & 3rd Tuesdays am

Wine Appreciation 2

By arrangement

Philosophy 2

2nd & 4th Tuesdays am

World Religions

2nd Monday am

Photography

1st Thursday

Writing For Pleasure 1

3rd Wednesday am

Play Reading 1

2nd & 4th Tuesdays am

Writing For Pleasure 2

3rd Friday am

Play Reading 2

2nd Monday pm

Yoga 1

By arrangement usually on a Friday

Yoga 2

Monday as arranged
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Social Events
Outings

Dates for later in the year
Tuesday 2 July
Bombay Sapphire Gin and
Houghton Lodge Gardens

Wednesday 27 March - £47
The Gilded Age – a story of
US money, mansions and
scandal
Two Temple Place
One of London’s hidden
architectural gems. Guided
house tour and an exhibition
celebrating the bicentenary
of John Ruskin, writer and
reformer.

Wednesday 29 May
A Day at the Seaside –
Creeks and Cockles
Starting at Hadleigh Farm
overlooking Hadleigh Castle,
visiting the creeks and
landscape around
Canewdon. Lunch in
Southend on Sea with free
time afterwards before
visiting the cockle sheds in
Old Leigh on Sea.

Late July/August
Chichester Theatre
Wednesday 25 September
Hidden London and Canal
Cruise
Tuesday 29 October
Square Mile Curios
To register an interest please
contact Jane Rayner on
jane.rayner@rru3a.org.uk or
01737 240973

U3A Evenings
Reigate Manor Hotel, Reigate Hill, Reigate RH2 9PF
7.30pm to 9.30 pm Doors open at 7.00 pm.
Planning for the programme for the 2019 series of evening events is currently underway –
the dates are booked (see below) and the ideas beginning to flow. If you have any
ideas to suggest or would like to be involved in any way in the programme, please
contact Mike Cockett on michael.cockett@rru3a.org.uk
A report and photos of the Christmas show can be found on the About Us page of the
website or by clicking here.
Wednesday 17 April, Tuesday 28 May (please note change to published date), Tuesday
18 June, Tuesday 16 July, Tuesday 24 September, Tuesday 10 December

Holiday

is an optional boat cruise
on Lake Achensee with a
steam train journey and
breathtaking views of the
surrounding mountain
ranges.

The Austrian Tyrol
6 days and 5 nights flying
from Gatwick to Munich on
15 May 2019
Cost £789 plus £69 single
supplement. We will be
staying in a 4* hotel in
Rösslwirt and the holiday

includes guided tours of
Salzburg and Innsbruck. A
small train will take us to
Tratzberg Castle and there

Contact Sally Baker for
more details on
sally.baker@rru3a.org.uk or
01737 221766
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Study Days
Organised by the Surrey Network of the U3A
Friday 15 February
Philosophy in a Day!
Marianne Talbot, Oxford
University
Marianne Talbot will take us
on another journey through
the history and
methodology of philosophy.
This will be an interactive
day - so come prepared to
think for yourself!

Friday 15 March
The Bayeux Tapestry and
life in England before the
Battle of Hastings
Imogen Corrigan, Lecturer
for The Arts Society

Planned Study Days for
2019
Friday 17 May
People and Places of Surrey
Speakers from Guildford
Cathedral, the Watts Gallery,
the Lewis Carroll Society and
Surrey History Centre

The Aztec - The Eagle
Warriors of the Sun
Maria Chester, U3A Subject
Advisor on American
Archaeology.

Friday 21 June
Mathematics in Action
Dr. Roger Luther, Sussex
University and U3A Member

Friday 20 September
Human Genetics
Developments

Friday 18 October

The Tapestry is not just a
narrative of the most famous
battle in English history, but
also of the build-up to it:
about a third is given to the
Breton campaign of 1064
but intriguingly, many crucial
events are omitted and we
can only speculate as to
why. It is a moral story
showing that good cannot
come to those who break
their word. It is a story of
kings, chivalry and ambition,
some of this hidden in
symbolism. We will look at
many of the scenes in detail
and explore what might be
learned from this depiction
of a turning point in our
history.

Friday 12 April

Current Affairs in the
Nineteenth Century and
Twenty First Century

Friday 15 November
UK in a Changing Europe
Dr. Simon Usherwood, Surrey
University
Study Days are usually held
at the Menuhin Hall, Stoke
d’Abernon from 9.30am to
4.00pm. To reserve a place,
complete the slip on a Study
Day form by downloading
one from the Surrey Network
website. Send the slip with a
cheque for £10 (£12 for nonmembers) to the address
shown on the form enclosing
a SAE or email address for
confirmation.

The Aztec also called
Mexica borrowed much of
their culture from the
ancient Toltec. They liked to
associate themselves with
the splendour and
magnificence of
Teotihuacan. The name
"Aztec" in Nahuatl means
"People from Aztlan”. Their
capital city, Tenochtitlan,
was founded on 8th June
1325. When the Spaniards
walked into Tenochtitlan,
they found a well organised
society. The capital city had
four public markets, five
days a week. Hernan Cortés
– the Spanish Conquistador reported that 60,000 people
daily visited the central
market of Tlatelolco. As all
other Mesoamerican
cultures, the Aztecs played
a variant of the
Mesoamerican ball game,
named “tlachtli”. Human
sacrifice was the most
striking feature of Aztec
civilisation. Before the
conquest there were fifteen
million Aztecs. By 1521 only
four million survived.
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Activities Survey 2019
The Committee of Reigate and Redhill U3A wish to gather information and opinions about the range of activities,
other than Interest Groups, that are organised for members. The feedback received will inform future plans.
Comments are particularly welcome as they give us the most information.

This survey has been sent by email to all Reigate and Redhill U3A members for whom we hold an email
address. If you have not completed the survey on line, you can do so by clicking here.
1. Monthly meetings
Please tick ALL statements that apply.
I do not attend the monthly meetings
I have attended the monthly meetings
The speakers are usually interesting
The facilities at the venue are good (if not,
please comment below)

I feel welcome at the monthly meetings
I meet friends at the meetings
I usually stay for refreshments
Useful U3A information is available at the meetings
I would recommend the monthly meetings to others

Comments, reasons for not attending, suggestions for topics, improvements:

2. Coffee mornings
Please tick ALL statements that apply.
I have never attended a coffee morning
I have attended a coffee morning
I have had help from the computer team
I like the swap aspect of the coffee mornings
I would recommend the coffee mornings to others

I feel welcome at the coffee mornings
I like the social aspect of the coffee mornings
The facilities at the venue are good (if not, please
comment below)

Comments, reasons for not attending, suggestions for themes, improvements:

3. Outings
Please tick ALL statements that apply.
I have never been on a U3A outing
I have been on a U3A outing
The destinations are interesting
I enjoy the social aspect

The outings are well organised
The guides are informative
I would recommend the outings to others

Comments, reasons for not going on outings, suggestions for destinations, improvements:

4. U3A Evenings
Please tick ALL statements that apply.
I have never attended a U3A Evening event
I have attended a U3A Evening event
I have been involved in presenting U3A Evenings
The U3A Evenings are entertaining

I enjoy the social aspect
The facilities at the venue are good (if not please
comment below)
I would recommend the U3A Evenings to others

Comments, reasons for not attending, suggestions for topics for future events, improvements:
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5. Holidays
Please tick ALL statements that apply.
I have never been on a U3A holiday
I have been on a U3A holiday in the UK
I have been on a U3A holiday in mainland Europe
I would be interested in a holiday outside Europe

The guides are informative
The holidays are well organised
I would recommend the U3A holidays to others

Comments, suggestions for destinations, improvements:

6. Christmas Tea Party
Please tick ALL statements that apply.
I did not attend the Christmas Tea Party in 2018
I did attend the Christmas Tea Party in 2018
I enjoyed the entertainment
The food was good

I enjoyed the social aspect
The facilities at the venue are good (if not please
comment below)
I would recommend it to others

Comments, reasons for not attending, suggestions for entertainment, improvements:

7. U3A Surrey Network Study Days at the Yehudi Menuhin Hall in Stoke D’Abernon
Please tick ALL statements that apply.
I have never attended a U3A Study Day
I have attended a U3A Study Day

The speakers are usually interesting
I would recommend U3A Study Days to others

Comments, suggestions, reasons for not attending:

8. It has been suggested that if transport could be arranged more members would be able to attend U3A
Study Days
Please tick ALL statements that apply.
I am not interested in shared transport to Study Days
I would welcome the opportunity of sharing transport to Study Days
I would be prepared to drive others to Study Days
I would be prepared to pay to travel in a minibus to Study Days
Comments, suggestions:

9. U3A Summer Schools
Please tick ALL statements that apply.
I have never attended a U3A Summer School
I have attended a U3A Summer School
I would recommend U3A Summer schools to others

There is a range of interesting topics
I enjoyed the social aspect

Comments, reasons for not attending:

10. Do you have any suggestions for additional U3A activities?
Suggestions:

Please return the completed form to Pat Cockett, 62 Abinger Drive, Redhill, RH1 6SY
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